
The Washington State Learning First Alliance
(WSLFA) represents a commitment by 15
statewide education organizations to unite around
a common focus: to improve student learning in
Washington State.

Washington is one of five charter states selected
by the national Learning First Alliance to start its
own statewide program. As the primary education
agency, the state Office of Superintendent of
Public Instruction was selected to organize key
education groups around an initiative that was
not driven by political or legislative agendas.

Quality public education rests upon coordinated
leadership; strong partnerships; quality teachers
and staff; appropriate funding; and engaged,
informed students, parents, and community.  As
individual organizations and as an alliance, we
recommit to the actions taken over the last decade,
the actions to come, and the necessary actions to
realize the goal of basic education reform: "to
provide students with the opportunity to become
responsible citizens, to contribute to their own
economic well-being and to that of their families
and communities, and to enjoy productive and
satisfying lives."  (RCW 28A.150.210)

To achieve this vision, the Alliance has agreed to
a set of operating goals. Together, the Alliance will:

• Recognize the interdependency of all Alliance
organizations and commit to working together.

• Effectively communicate and collaborate to:

- Focus on state learning goals and the Essential
Academic Learning Requirements (EALRs).

- Share responsibility and advocacy for all student
learning.

- Advocate for supportive learning communities
which are culturally inclusive and equitable 
for all students.

- Expand the capacity of educational systems.

• Promote safe and supportive places of learning
for  all students, staff, and families.

• Mutually affect the development of a fair and
meaningful accountability system.

The education community will celebrate its successes,
reflect on concerns, and make changes when
necessary.

As stakeholders in public education, we will act to
shape and control our destiny to create the public
education system we envision.  Citizens will see the
value in public education and the value of the
education profession.  We will help elevate the
public's understanding of what we do and the
importance and impact of our work.

We will communicate clearly and effectively what
we are doing and what is necessary to improve
student learning.

We will build a common set of priorities for
legislative action.

What is the WSLFA?

Alliance Goals

Washington Association of Secondary School Principals:
Representative: Executive Director:
Bill Wadlington Gary Kipp
Principal, Cascade High School Principals’ Associations
10190 Chumstick 1Road 1021 8th Avenue SE
Leavenworth, WA 98826-9113 Olympia, WA 98501-1500
(509)548-5277 (360)357-7951
Fax: 509/548-7458 Fax:(360)357-796
wwadling@cascade.wednet.edu gary@awsp.org

Washington Education Association:
President: Executive Director:
Charles Hasse Armand Tiberio
WEA WEA
33434 8th Avenue S 33434 8th Avenue S
Federal Way, WA 98003-9985 Federal Way, WA 98003-9985
(253)765-7031 (253)941-6700
Fax:(253)946-7604 Fax:(253)946-4735
chasse@wa.nea.org atiberio@wa.nea.org

Washington State Association for Supervision and Curriculum Development:
President: President-Elect:
Deborah Gonzalez Helene Paroff
Puget Sound ESD ESD 101
400 SW 152nd 4202 South Regal
Burien, WA 98166-2209 Spokane, WA 99223-7764
(206)439-6915 (509)456-7685
Fax:(206)439-6915 Fax: (509)456-2999
dgonzale@psesd.wednet.edu hparoff@esd101.net

Washington State Governor’s Executive Office/Education Commission of the States:
Temp. Rep.:
Judy Hartmann
Office of Financial Management
PO Box 43113
Olympia, WA 98504-3113
(360)902-0638
Fax:(360)902-0411
judy.hartmann@ofm.wa.gov

Washington State PTA:
President: Executive Director:
Meg Bushnell Jean Carpenter
1520 NE 90th Street WA State PTA
Seattle, WA 98115 2003 65th Avenue W
(206)526-8777 Tacoma, WA 98466-6215
Fax: (206)248-0133 (253)565-2153
ptapres@wastatepta.org Fax:(253)565-7753

jcarpenter@wastatepta.org

Washington State School Directors Association:
Past President: Executive Director:
Connie Fletcher Martharose Laffey
18712 SE May Valley Road WSSDA
Issaquah, WA 98027 221 College St. NE
(425)226-1379 Olympia, WA 98516-5313
Fax: (425)228-2710 (360)252-3001
fletch501c@aol.com Fax: (360)493-9247

M.Laffey@wssda.org

Washington Association of Student Councils:
Representative: Representative:
Cody Hassain Grant Nelson
PO Box 61 30520 SE 40th Street
Peshastin, WA 98847 Fall City, WA 98024
(509)548-1121 (425)222-9388
cruise119@yahoo.com grantn@wascleaders.org

Each partner in the Washington State Learning First Alliance is
united by the goal of improving student learning for all children
in Washington State. Members are committed to meeting the
unique challenges surrounding education reform.
For more information on the Washington State
Learning First Alliance, call (360) 357.7951.
Washington State Learning First Alliance  (WSLFA)
1021 8th Ave. S.E. Olympia, WA 98501-1500(continued on back panel)

Targeting the Heart of
Student Achievement

WSLFA Commits to...

Educational Service Districts
Representative: Representative:
Deborah Gonzalez Ed Dahling
Puget Sound ESD PO Box 429
400 SW 152nd St. Waterville, WA 98858
Burien, WA 98166-2209 (509)745-8425
(206)439-6915 Fax: (509)662-9027
Fax:(206)439-6915 elkkd@hotmail.com
dgonzale@psesd.wednet.edu

Elementary School Principals Association of Washington:
President-Elect Executive Director:
Brian Pickard Gary Kipp
Principal, South Colby Elem. Principals’ Associations
3281 Banner Road SE 1021 8th Avenue SE
Port Orchard, WA 98366 Olympia, WA 98501-1500
(360)876-7339 (360)357-7951
pickard@skitsap.wednet.edu Fax:(360)357-796

gary@awsp.org

Office of Superintendent of Public Instruction/Council of Chief State School Officers:
CSSO: Representative:
Dr. Terry Bergeson, State Supt. Mary Alice Heuschel, Deputy Supt.
PO Box 47200 PO Box 47200
Olympia, WA 98504-7200 Olympia, WA 98504-7200
(360)725-6004 (360)725-6115
Fax:(360) Fax:(360)586-0247
tbergeson@ospi.wednet.edu mheuschel@ospi.wednet.edu

State Board for Community and Technical Colleges
Director: Representative:
Jan Yoshiwara Bill Moore, Coordinator
Educational Services Division Assessment, Teaching & Learning
PO Box 42495 PO Box 42495
Olympia, WA 98504-2495 Olympia, WA 98504-2495
(360)704-4341 (360)704-4346
Fax:(360)586-0050 Fax:(360)586-0050
jyoshiwara@sbctc.ctc.edu bmoore@sbctc.ctc.edu

Partnership for Learning
Exec. Director: Representative:
Jennifer Vranek Melissa Heaton
500 Union Street, Suite 745 500 Union Street, Suite 745
Seattle, WA 98101 Seattle, WA 98101
(206)625-9655 (206)625-9655
Fax:(206)447-0502 Fax:(206)447-0502
jennifer@partnership4learning.org melissa@partnership4learning.org

State Board of Education:
President: Executive Director:
Roberta “Bobbie” May Larry Davis
President State Board of Education
4905 162nd Ct NE PO Box 47206
Redmond, WA 98052-7002 Olympia, WA 98504-7206
(425)885-6021 (360)725-6025
bmay@nwlink.com Fax:(360)586-2357

ldavis@ospi.wednet.edu

Washington Association of Colleges for Teacher Education:
Past-President: President-elect:
Dr. Michael Vavrus Dr. Douglas Lamoreaux
Masters in Education Program Director of Graduate Studies
The Evergreen State College School of Education
Olympia, WA 98505 Pacific Lutheran University
(360)867-6638 (bus.) Tacoma, WA 98447
vavrusm@evergreen.edu (253)535-8342

Fax:(253)535-7184
lamorecd@plu.edu

Washington Association of School Administrators:
Representative: Executive Director:
Richard McCullough Dr. Jill Jacoby
Superintendent WASA
Snoqualmie Valley SD 825 5th Avenue SE
Snoqualmie, WA 98065-0400 Olympia, WA 98501
(425)831-8007 (360)943-5717 (bus.)
Fax:(425)831-8040 Fax:(360)352-2043
mcculloughr@snoqualmie.k12.wa.us jjacoby@wasa-oly.org
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